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hension sof most of Europe, and in various countries violent
reactions took place.

Italy, like the rest of Europe, suffered from the slump
itaiy which followed peace, and distress gave rise to a good deal

Fascfsm of disorder. The government was feeble and Communism
was making advances. Against this, a new party now
appeared, the Fascisti, led by Signer Mussolini He had
himself been originally a Socialist, but he now headed the
anti-Communist party. Organizing his followers, he
marched on Rome (October, 1921) and set up a government,
which developed into a dictatorship. Parliamentary govern-
ment was abolished, and the rule of the Fascist Party made
supreme. No opposition was, or is, allowed. At Versailles
Italy had acquired territory, and her population, had now
risen to over 40 millions. Yet, not being a rich or highly
industrialized country, she needed an outlet for the growing
population which her own land could not support. Here
she was hard hit by the effects of the great " slump " in
the U.S.A. When that country found herself suffering to
an unparalleled extent from unemployment, she began to
limit the number of people allowed to immigrate into her
territories. Italians had hitherto flocked in thousands to
the U.S.A., but they now found themselves deprived of that
outlet. Italy's colonial possessions did not afford much help,
and she began to feel restless. Moreover, the tariffs imposed
by all European countries after the war, acted as a check to
international trade, and all nations began to experience a
shrinkage in their foreign trade.
The Fascist Government therefore, in 1935, embarked on

itaiy ana the conquest of Abyssinia, giving as " pretext" outrages
yss   a said to have been committed by the Abyssinians, and de-
siring to acquire a land which was believed to be rich in,
minerals.1   Great Britain opposed this act of aggression,
and the League of Nations being invoked, " sanctions "

1 Italy also believed herself justified because in 1880 she had asserted a " pro-
tectorate " over Abyssinia, though later compelled to withdraw.